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Chambres d’Amis turns 4.0
30 May-10 January
SMAK, 1 Jan Hoetplein, gooo Ghent

(?n 21 June 1986, Belgian national televi-
sion broadcast six hours of live coverage
to mark the opening of an art exhibition
unlike any that had come before. Helicop-
ter footage, reporters on bicycles and an
dudience phone-in: no effort was spared
to Naugurate Chambres d’Amis, for which
slinternational artists had been invited
‘0 produce work in private homes across
EIS:J‘:;YHOf G,hent. T.he project was cura-
e oet's experiment in breakingart
temporae confines of. the Mus?um ’of Con-
Bl nzg.ﬁfrt and into the ‘real” world.
o amiiou, audacios, and bt
ler of prominent artists including
;rrr‘l‘elJBur@, Bruce I\.Iauman., I?an Gra-
tansl’d :;15115 Kounellis, .Chrlstlan Bol-
awrence Weiner (alas, group

shows featuring a preponderance of white
men were then the norm). For three
months, visitors could traipse around the
city and enter private homes to see fresh
art, indulging voyeuristic impulses and
soaking up the intimacies and 1diosyn-
crasies of other people’s bedrooms, sit-
ting rooms, hallways and kitchens.

Chambres d’Amis influenced a se-
ries of exhibitions outside the museum,
which was renamed SMAK in 1999. In
»000, Hoet curated Over the Edges, which
placed sculpture on street COrners across
the city centre. In 2012, Philippe van Cau-
ceren, NOW SMAK'S artistic director, elabo-
rated the gambit with Track, a collection
of works installed on a route linking the
city’s train stations through pFripheral
areas usually bypassed by tourists more
likely to head straight to the illl.lS.tI'lOllS St
Bavo’s cathedral, with its exquisite alcar-
piece by Jan and Hubert van Eyck.

Daniel Buren, ‘Le Décor et son Double’, 1986
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On its 4oth anniversary, SMAK 1S re-
visiting Chambres d’Amis with an 1mag-
inative, if convoluted, show featuring ‘re-
activated’ archival marterials from the
exhibition and new commissions by three
artists — Heike Pallanca, Haim Steinbach
and Susanne Kriemann — one from each of
the gallery’s extramural exhibitions. They
have been invited to imagine new settings
for the original works. Thibaut Verhoeven,
the collection specialist, explains: “We
have 18 artworks from Chambres d’ Amis
in our collection, which have a peculiar
status as “ghost works”, conceived for a
specific situation that no longer exists. We
thought: how can we reactivate these rem-
nants in the museum today?’ Each artist
addresses a central theme or problematic
of the 1986 show: Pallanca questions its
purported democratic nature, given that
the open call for residents willing to lend
their homes attracted mostly high-status
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